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We all know that smoking causes fatal diseases such as cancer, COPD and 
cardiovascular disease. But there is another reason why smoking can be deadly. 
Cigarettes are the primary cause of fatalities due to residential fires in Canada.i 
 
Here are some grim statistics about smoking and fire in 
Canada: 

• Cigarettes are the number one cause of fire-related deaths in Canadaii and 
worldwide.iii   

• Fires caused by cigarettes cause one out of every five fire deaths in Canada.iv  

• In 2002, a total of 9,414 fires in Canada were caused by “smokers’ material 
and open flame”.v  

• The Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs estimates that approximately 70 
deaths and 300 injuries are caused every year by smoking-related fires.vi 

 
Fires due to cigarettes are a costly problem in Canada 

• Fires started by cigarettes tend to result in more property damage than fires 
started by other sources.vii  

• The cost of forest fires due to smoking was $26 million in 2002.viii  

• The cost of home fires related to smoking was $59.5 million in 2002.ix 
 
Smoking-related fires are usually the result of careless 
smoking 

• In a recent Ontario study, one in four smokers admitted to leaving lit 
cigarettes unattended in the last 30 days and 15% admitted to smoking in 
bed.x  

• The same study reported that 1.7% of smokers reported that a fire had 
started in their home due to a cigarette.xi  

• Most fires caused by smoking materials start on beds, furniture, or in the 
trash.xii 
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