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Cigarettes and smoking materials are the primary cause of residential fires in
Canada.' Careless smoking is usually the cause. Although there are ways to make
cigarettes safer and reduce unnecessary death, injury and property damage, these
guidelines are difficult to enforce.

We also need to ask ourselves if fire-safe cigarettes are really just an antidote to
irresponsible behaviour. Even so called” fire-safe” cigarettes still cause fires and
more importantly, these cigarettes can harm your health and shorten your lifespan.

Cigarettes can be made less fire-prone in a number of ways:

Reducing the amount of tobacco in the cigarette
Making the cigarette paper less porous
Decreasing the circumference of the cigarette
Adding bands to the cigarette paper"

Did you know that Canada is the first country in the world to
set rules that reduce the fire-risk of cigarettes?

e Cigarette Ignition Propensity (Flammability) Regulations require that all
cigarettes manufactured in or imported for sale into Canada meet an ignition
propensity standard.

e These regulations require that all cigarettes manufactured in or imported into
Canada must burn their full length no more than 25% of the time."

Unfortunately, many cigarettes in Canada do not comply with
Canada’s fire-safe cigarette regulations
e According to a study conducted by Health Canada, 28 cigarette brands

currently marketed in Canada are not fire-safe. These non-compliant brands
include widely-distributed and well-known brands by major companies."

Contraband cigarettes are likely not fire-safe!

e It is important to note that most contraband cigarettes have not been
manufactured according to Canadian ignition propensity (flammability)
standards. As a result they are more likely to result in fires.
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